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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, NI 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: BILATERAL DISCUSSION WITH NIGERIA 

REF: A) LAGOS 10018; B) LAGOS 9910; C) STATE 211466 

1 . DEPARTMENT AND CAB HAVE CONSIDERED EMBASSY'S COMMENTS 
IN USEFUL REFTELS. SEVERAL FACTORS: (A) FAILURE OF 
NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT TO REPLY TO SUBSTANCE OF U.S. NOTE 
OF JULY 7; (B) APPARENT UNAVAILABILITY OF MINCIVAV PERSON- 
NEL (PARA 3 REF B); (C) HEAVY USG NEGOTIATING SCHEDULE; 

AND, (D) SHORT LEAD TIME TO PREPARE FOR NEGOTIATIONS AFTER 
OCTOBER IVORY COAST TALKS, COMBINE TO MAKE LIKELIHOOD OF 
TALKS IN LAGOS REMOTE IN NEAR FUTURE. EMBASSY SHOULD 
THEREFORE REFRAIN FROM ANY DISCUSSION OF TIME AND PLACE 
FOR CIV AIR TALKS WITH NIGERIA SINCE DEPARTMENT PREFERS 
NOT TO BUILD UP MOMENTUM FOR MEETING WHICH CANNOT 
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TAKE PLACE IN NEAR TERM. DEPARTMENT BELIEVES INFORMAL 
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SOUNDINGS OF NIGERIAN BARGAINING POSITION WOULD BE USEFUL. 
DEPARTMENT FORWARDING COPY OF "STANDARD 1 ' U.S. AGREEMENT 
FOR TRANSMITTAL TO GON. ROBINSON 
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